Abstract. The drilling of a cored borehole at Bradwell, Essex, has provided an opportunity to examine an unweathered and almost continuous section through equivalents of the Thanet Formation stratotype sections of northeast Kent. Calcareous nannoplankton and magnetostratigraphic analysis indicate an age range from NP6 (Chron 26N) to NP8 (Chron 25R), similar to that reported from the stratotype sections. However, whereas the base of the type Thanetian has previously been dated only as undifferentiated NP61 NP7, the upward incoming of Sp henolithus anarrhopus in the Bradwell section provides a strong indica tion that both zones are represented. The association of the basal sediments with Chron 26N confirms that the base of the type Thanetian lies within the upper part of NP6.
Introduction
With the adoption of the Thanetian (together with the Selandian) as an international stage for the latest Paleocene OENKINS & LUTERBACHER 1992) , it is especially important that the age of the basal stratotype section in northeast Kent should be established as precisely as possible. In an earlier attempt to date the type Thanetian, SIESSER et al. (1987) carried out a detailed study of calcareous nannoplankton assemblages from the sections at Pegwell Bay and Herne Bay, (Fig. 1) , which were chosen as co-stratotypes by CURRY (1981, p. 358) . They confirmed the findings of MARTINI (1971), HAMILTON & HOJJATZADEH (1982) , and AUBRY (1983) that the upper part of the succession, corresponding to the Reculver Silts (see Fig. 1 
